A review of forensic analysis of dental and maxillofacial skeletal trauma.
Dental and maxillofacial trauma analysis in the forensic context, includes assessment of both living and deceased persons. It is required in all cases where human abuse is suspected and where signs of skeletal trauma are detected in human remains. Skeletal trauma refers to the damage inflicted to bone, teeth and other hard tissues. An accurate analysis of the dental and maxillofacial trauma is achieved by the assessment of the remains by forensic pathologists, anthropologists and odontologists. This paper aims to review dental and maxillofacial skeletal trauma in the scope of forensic science. High-velocity projectile, sharp force, blunt force, and thermal trauma showing different traits in maxillofacial structures are discussed. Regarding non-fatal physical abuse, head and neck are the most frequently injured areas, resulting in fractures, contusions, burns and traumatic dental injuries.